Summer in the City Parks
Summer is here and people around the city are beginning to enjoy the warmer weather and longer days.  Recreational bikers and pedestrians are reclaiming the streets and paths that were once under snow and ice.  As members of the Oakland community we have easy access to the unique surrounding parks and other recreational activities that the city offers.  Pittsburgh has always treasured its park system and continues to provide a valuable service to the community through conservation and education projects designed to get people involved.  Pittsburgh’s system of parks includes Schenley, Frick, Highland, and Riverview.  Each of the parks is unique in their own way.  Schenley Park offers a recreational oasis within Oakland.  It has subsequently been infused into many aspects of Oakland and adds to the rich history and cultural appeal of the university and the town surrounding it. The park includes playgrounds, trails, and natural areas waiting to be explored.  Phipps conservatory, Schenley Park Café and Visitor Center, and Flagstaff Hill are all worthwhile destinations within the park.  Cinema in the park is an opportunity to watch a movie while enjoying the summer weather and a beautiful view of Oakland.  Flagstaff Hill’s Cinema in the Park will be starting on June 10th, and continue on Sundays and Wednesdays throughout the summer.  Another park, Frick, has a wide ranging trail system that winds through a landscape that is perfect to witness the seasons changing first hand.  Although it is the youngest of the cities parks, it is also the largest spanning over 561 acres.  Frick has many engaging activities and facilities from walking and biking trails to an environmental education center.  It is also home to a unique public bowling green that offers free instruction to lawn bowling beginners.    Highland Park, from its expansive Victorian entry garden, to the trail around the reservoir has many appealing natural and manmade features.  Among the natural areas are a babbling brook, Lake Carnegie, and Mount Bigelow that offer a peaceful retreat from the city.  Lastly, Riverview Park located in the North Side, is home to the Allegheny Observatory which offers public tours.  Riverview Loop is the perfect way to become acquainted with the park’s picnic areas, playgrounds, and swimming pool.  Now that summer has arrived, Pittsburgh’s regional parks provide a great escape from the city.  All are members of the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy.  More information on the history, features, and weekly events can be found at www.pittsburghparks.org.  For more information regarding the schedule for Cinema in the Park and locations around the city, call 412-937-3039.







Rebecca Flotta and Chris Irwin

